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“PT EXERCISE” By 
MATT McKINLEY

ACROSS
 1 Peaks
 6 Two-letter pop 

group
 10 Prepares 

potatoes, in a 
way

 15 Card in a wallet
 19 Zagreb native
 20 Vanishing sound
 21 Seating option
 22 It gives you the 

big picture
 23 Most highly 

regarded 
seasoning?

 26 Side
 27 Call for icing, 

maybe
 28 Author Binchy
 29 Limo amenity
 31 Literally, “shady 

side”
 32 Like two 

Beethoven 
piano sonatas

 33 Groom on a 
1952 Life cover

 34 B, in a sandwich
 37 Bridget Riley’s 

“Movement in 
Squares,” e.g.

 40 23rd of 24
 41 Gets more 

friendly, with 
“up”

 45 __ collar
 46 Brusque 

orchestral 
violinists?

 49 Alley in comics
 50 Soft shoe
 51 Portends
 52 Bush boss
 53 Singer DiFranco
 54 Card game 

shout
 55 “Trinity” novelist
 56 “__ Not There”: 

Zombies hit
 58 Child with a 

sponsor, maybe
 60 Homer’s 

“Northeaster,” 
for one

 62 Wall covers
 65 Quick quality
 66 Italian noble 

family
 67 Actress 

Helen with 
her personal 
programmer?

 70 One of a 
program dozen

 73 Big-eyed bird
 75 “Tristram 

Shandy” author
 76 Bag by the 

barbecue
 78 Lit
 81 Honey beverage
 82 “Hamilton” 

award

 83 97-Across 
output

 84 Holiday drink
 85 Knockoff hr.
 88 Glittery rock
 89 Logician’s 

letters
 90 Granite St. 

campus
 91 Kids responsible 

for breakfast 
bread?

 94 Town
 95 Low choristers
 97 See 83-Across
 98 Golf bag set
 99 “Not a chance!”
 100 Pie nut
 102 Kiss at the mall, 

briefly
 103 Security briefing 

org.
 104 Lunch with fish
 107 Large crosses
 109 Head honcho, 

e.g.
 113 Finished
 114 Well-ventilated 

chef’s hat?
 117 It’s often stained
 118 Language that 

gives us “kayak”

 119 “The Clan of 
the Cave Bear” 
author

 120 Old Eurasian 
rulers

 121 Wine adjective
 122 Ideal areas
 123 Letters before 

Q?
 124 Limited-choice, 

as a question

DOWN
 1 John follower
 2 Sticking point?
 3 Extra
 4 Near the start
 5 Yalta 

Conference 
notable

 6 Informal pricing 
words

 7 __ vivant
 8 High time
 9 __ de coeur: 

amorous 
relationship

 10 Forgo
 11 Put on
 12 Musician’s suffix
 13 Pipes and such
 14 Welcome

 15 Former “Today” 
co-host

 16 Source of film 
trivia

 17 Complex story
 18 Lumberyard 

supplier
 24 Staple __
 25 Doesn’t hold 

back
 30 Ski resort 

refreshment?
 33 It borders three 

oceans
 34 Mystify
 35 Does penance 

(for)
 36 Chocolate-

loving gang?
 37 Rex in the 

classics
 38 It may be given 

with a bow
 39 Saddlebag 

carrier
 40 Radio tuning 

shortcut
 42 Measurement 

for meat rotating 
on a spit?

 43 Like many Bing 
Crosby records

 44 Slant
 46 Sacred scroll
 47 Got hot online
 48 Joke
 51 Florida NFLer
 56 Words often 

about details
 57 Yogi Bear co-

creator
 59 CD part
 61 Bastes, say
 63 Talking point?
 64 Educates
 68 Lures
 69 Straights and 

flushes
 71 Place to grab a 

bite
 72 Promise
 74 Randy Johnson 

and Aroldis 
Chapman

 77 Deli choice
 78 Oscar __
 79 O’Neill’s 

daughter
 80 Giuseppe’s god
 86 Wanderer
 87 80%-Disney-

owned channel
 88 Nats pitcher 

González

 92 Done with
 93 Slow and 

steady
 94 Just barely, at 

the track
 96 Animated
 99 Powerful
 101 Adorable one
 102 “Dead __ 

Society”: 1989 
film

 103 Half-__: coffee 
order

 104 Stink
 105 Middle eye layer
 106 Part of the 

woods?
 107 Really mess up
 108 Hit hard
 109 Shed
 110 Start of a sad 

tale
 111 Bird related to 

the noddy
 112 Brand that’s a 

homophone of 
its company’s 
initials

 115 N.Y. neighbor
 116 Where some 

pounds are 
spent: Abbr.
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BY PAT MYERS

In Week 1267, inspired by that 
OMG-what-were-they-thinking 
commercial that shilled Ram 
Trucks with a voice-over sermon by 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., we 
asked for tasteless (or otherwise 
bad) ideas for celebrity product 
spokespeople, living or not, real or 
fictional. Very fortunately, you 
won’t be seeing any of these during 
the Super Bowl.

4th place
Charles Manson for the Beatles’ 
White Album: “It’s inspirational!” 
(Dave Airozo, Silver Spring) 

3rd place
Steve Bannon for Neutrogena 
skin care products: “I don’t use 
them.” (Gary Crockett, Chevy 
Chase)  

2nd place and the steak-
motif socks:
Dan Snyder for the Museum of 
the American Indian: “Heap big 
Injun museum here in D.C. You like 
plenty good.” (Jeff Hazle, San 
Antonio)  

And the winner of the 
Lose Cannon:
Richard Spencer for Christian 
Louboutin high heels: “Choos will 
not replace us!” (John McCooey, 
Rehoboth Beach, Del.)  

Pitched: 
Honorable mentions
Benedict Cumberbatch for 
Imodium AD: “No diarrhea, 
Sherlock!” (Kevin Mettinger, 
Warrenton, Va.) 

Carly Rae Jepsen for the 
American Telemarketing 
Association: “Don’t worry — we’re 
definitely going to call you.” 
(Darren Timothy, Bristow, Va., 
whose last blot of ink was in 2005)

Laura Ingraham for Depends: 
“Just pull up and dribble.” (Bob 
Kruger, Rockville)

Lizzie Borden for Husqvarna 
chain saws: “Forty whacks? 
Why?” (Rob Huffman, 
Fredericksburg, Va.)

Stormy Daniels for Hershey’s: 
“First the Kisses, and then the 
PayDay! Sweeet!” (Mark Raffman, 
Reston)

Stormy Daniels for Forbes 
Magazine: “With this magazine in 
my hands, I was able to increase 
my income by $130,000!” (Nan 
Reiner, Boca Raton, Fla.)

Al Franken for Allstate: “The 
good-hands people, reaching out 
just for you!” (Mark Raffman)

Antwan Wilson for the D.C. 
Lottery: “Anyone can win! [wink, 
wink].” (Nan Reiner)

Satan for Prada: “I wear it.” (Bill 
Dorner, Indianapolis)

Sleeping Beauty for Folgers 
Coffee: “The best part of waking 
up — and a heck of a lot better 
than some prince with his tongue 
in my mouth.” (Will Stutzman, 
Millersburg, Ohio)

Colin Kaepernick for Anthem: “I 
would never stand for bad health 
insurance.” (Bill Dorner)

Danielle Steel for Comcast: “She 
had waited longingly, then 
impatiently as the end of her four-
hour window approached, but now 
he was here in front of her, his 
tawny hair dropping seductively 
across his forehead,  to service 
her. As he approached, she 
reached out and stroked the long, 
hard cable that protruded from the 
den wall . . . ” (Warren Tanabe, 
Annapolis)

Steven Mnuchin for Depends: 
“When trickle-down becomes more 
than a theory.” (Ira Allen, 
Bethesda)

Anthony Weiner for Libby’s 
Vienna Sausages: “Hey, there’s 
nothing wrong with sharing these!” 
(Ivars Kuskevics, Takoma Park)

Rod Blagojevich for the Boy 
Scouts: “Always follow the Golden 
Rule. If you have something that’s 
effing golden, then you don’t give it 
away for effing nothing.” (Jeff 
Hazle)

Charles Manson for Applebee’s: 
“We treat you like family.” (Larry 
McClemons, Annandale)

Chris Christie for FEMA’s 
hurricane preparedness 
program: “Everybody (else) off the 
damn beach!” (John McCooey)

Dolly Parton for the Tata Nano: 
“Tiny car, full-sized cup holders.” 

(David Peckarsky, Tucson, Ariz.)

Dick Cheney for Halliburton: 
“Get a piece of Iraq.” (Chris Doyle, 
Denton, Tex.)

Donald Trump for Tic Tac: “Grab 
a handful today — and you’ll feel 
you can do anything.” (Seth Tucker, 
Washington)

J.K. Simmons for the NSA: “We 
know a thing or two because we’ve 
seen a thing or two.” (Gary 
Crockett)

George Foreman for PETA: “Uh, 
sure. You can cook veggies on my 
grill.” (John Folse, Bryans Road, Md.)

Fergie for Singer sewing 
machines: “Only a true Singer can 
keep you in stitches — “Oh, oh say 
can you sew-ew-ew-ew-ew-ew-ew!”  
(Jon Gearhart, Des Moines)

George W. Bush for The 
Washington Post: “Demography 
dies in darkery.” (Jesse Frankovich, 
Grand Ledge, Mich.)

Bill Cosby for Disney World: 
“Mickey makes it fun.” (Kevin 
Dopart, Washington)

Donald Trump for Tampax: “If 
you get as bothered as I do about 
what’s coming from your wherever, 
grab yourself a box of these!” 
(Danielle Nowlin, Fairfax Station)

Jesus for Smith & Wesson: 
“Blessed are the peacemakers.“ 
(George Wright, Rockville, who got 
his sole other blot of ink in 1998)

Logan Paul for Nike: “Just do it.” 
(Matthew Zimmer, New York) 

Lorena Bobbitt for Acme Trash 

Removal: “We’ll take away your 
junk!” (Neal Starkman, Seattle)

Odetta for Colonoscopy 
Associates: “This little light of 
mine, I’m gonna let it shine . . . ” 
(Dudley Thompson, Cary, N.C.)

Marion Barry for Coca-Cola: 
“Stings go better with Coke.” 
(Marcy Alvo, Annandale)

Melania Trump for Preparation 
H. “Believe me, nobody knows 
more about how uncomfortable it 
can be to live with an irritating 
ass.” (Dave Airozo)

Bill Maher for Coca-Cola: “Have a 
Coke and a smirk.” (Phil 
Frankenfeld, Washington)

Trump attorney Michael Cohen 
for Midas mufflers: “When 
silence is worth it.” (Seth Tucker)

Rosa Parks for the Porsche 944: 
“Who needs back seats anyhow?” 
(Rob Huffman)

Wilt Chamberlain for 
Posturepedic mattresses: “For a 
good night’s — heh heh — sleep.” 
(Rob Huffman)

Martin Luther for Post-it Big 
Pads: “No more unsightly nail 
holes in church doors.” (Chris 
Doyle)

Gene Weingarten for Men’s 
Wearhouse: “You’re gonna look 
the way I look.” (John Kupiek, 
Fairfax) 

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, March 19: our contest for 
five-line poems. See wapo.st/
invite1270.

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

Shill shock: Bad product spokesmen

New for Week 1271: Yodel Doyle’s 
praises with a D-O-Y-L-E neologism

Last week, The Style Invitational marked a milestone
the Empress never dreamed of reaching — literally, there 
was no dream — way back when: our 25th anniversary. 

And also last week, it turns out,
something equally onceunthinkable
happened: Chris Doyle scored his
2,000th blot of Invite ink.

In July 2004, Chris became the
fourth member of the Invite Hall of
Fame with his 500th printed entry, even
though he hadn’t started entering in
earnest till 2000, our eighth year.

In the ensuing years, Hurricane
Chris continued to storm across the

columns of the Invite, leaving a trail of ink of every shade, 
but mostly in wordplay: neologisms, limericks, song 
parodies, just plain jokes. In 2009 the retired chief 
actuary of the Defense Department joined Russell Beland 
in the rarefied 1K Club, reached his 1,500th in 2013, 
passed the retired Beland’s 1,523 a few months later — 
and has been the Invitational’s mostlauded Loser ever 
since. (Come back, Russ, try to catch up!) Along the way, 
Chris has won this contest outright fiftyseven times and 
has been a runnerup one hundred sixtysix times. (Yes, 
he’s been declining the trophies and other prizes for 
years.) 

We honor Chris’s 2K with a contest — and of course
he can enter it along with you: This week: Coin a new 
word or phrase that contains the letters D, O, Y, L and 
E, in any order, and define it; those letters may be in any 
order and have other letters, spaces, etc., between them, 
but they must include all five letters. Feel free to use your 
term in a sentence if that makes your entry funnier.

Submit entries at the website wapo.st/enter-invite-1271 
(all lowercase). 

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational 
trophy. And in honor of Mr. Doyle’s heritage, and of 
course Saint Patrick’s Day, second place wins an 
offensively stereotypical ball cap labeled “Irish Drinking 
Cap!”: Inset into the brim is a bottle opener. Donated by 
Loser Matt Monitto — who bought it in Ireland. (Mr. 
Doyle is actually a fiend for Diet Coke.)

Other runners-up win our “You Gotta Play to Lose” Loser 
Mug or our Grossery Bag, “I Got a B in Punmanship.” 
Honorable mentions get one of our lustedafter Loser 
magnets, “We’ve Seen Better” or “IDiot Card.” First Offenders 
receive only a smelly treeshaped air “freshener” (FirStink for 
their first ink). Deadline is Monday night, March 26; 
results published April 15 in print, April 12 online. See general 
contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. The 
headline “Shill Shock” is by Beverley Sharp; Jesse Frankovich 
and Duncan Stevens both submitted the honorablementions 
subhead. Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees group on 
Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev.

THE STYLE CONVERSATIONAL The Empress’s weekly 
online column discusses the new contest and results. This 
week: A Q&A with Chris Doyle. Check it out at wapo.st/
styleconv.

Diversions
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Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

BY  JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | March 18: This year, you often make a cynical or dark appraisal of situations. Don’t allow that 
perspective to dominate. You play a role in deciding how your year will go by choosing to have either a positive or a 
negative outlook. If you are single, toward the end of summer, you might meet someone you can’t get enough of. If 
you are attached, the fun you and your sweetie experience seems limitless. As a result, the two of you become 
even more active in your relationship. Aries plays a significant role in a decision.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Tension builds slowly, as you seem 
to be handling more and more 
responsibility in your life. Ask for 
what you need and want. You may 
be surprised by what others offer. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
You instinctively know that you 
want to be in the background of 
certain events that are unfolding. 
Pitch in when needed, but drop 
your ego and need for praise. You 
might hear a comment that you 
judge as hurtful; refuse to let it 
bother you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
You are able to deal with multiple 
situations at once. Others feel as 
though they can share their 
feelings with you, even if you often 
make light of your own. You might 
discover that a close friend 
experiences feelings similar to 
yours on certain topics. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Carry on as much as you’d like, but 
know that, ultimately, the 
responsibility for what goes down 
will be yours, and no one else’s. 
Tame your normal moodiness. 
Make wise choices for you and for 
those you care about. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You might be amazed by what 
others are saying and doing right 
now. It could feel as if someone has 
uncorked a bottle of hidden 
personality and characteristics. 
Throw yourself into the moment, at 
least intellectually. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You might want to push away an 
emotional current by becoming 
extremely critical. Do you really 
believe that will work? The 
experience of being involved in 
these intense moments could play 
into your life over and over again. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
You might consider screening your 
calls for now. You’ll want to 
investigate a certain situation 
thoroughly before choosing to get 
involved. Throw yourself into the 
whirlwind of activity going on 
around you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
You are a realist — at least, most of 
the time. You’ll take a hard look at 
someone else’s resistance. As you 
try to grasp what is going on with 
this person, consider your thoughts 
and how you might be judging 
them.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Walk out the door and step into 
your next adventure. If you’re 
joined by a child, head to an 
amusement park. If you’re with a 
friend, you could decide to take off 
on a day trip together. 

HOROSCOPE

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You might feel a bit out of sorts 
when you wake up. Remember, 
even you need a break from time to 
time. Choose to be a couch potato. 
Read the newspaper, or watch a 
favorite movie. Play and interact 
with others on your own terms. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Make time for yourself early on. 
You could be overwhelmed by all 
the invitations you receive and all 
the heartfelt chats happening 
around you. You will want to avoid a 
conflict at all costs, so be clear and 
responsive. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Don’t let your finances ruin what 
could be a fun day. You can have a 
great time with loved ones without 
overspending. Test out this concept 
and see how many new 
experiences come up. 

“COMMERCIAL 
BREAK” By JOE 
KIDD

ACROSS
 1 Huggers
 5 Spectrum maker
 10 “The Winner 

Takes It All” 
group

 14 React to a pop 
idol, perhaps

 19 Haul
 20 Fall sign
 21 They can be 

calm or rough
 22 Specialized 

vocab
 23 Skillful 

adventurers?
 26 When rights 

may be 
prohibited

 27 Musical clacker
 28 Chooser’s 

words
 30 Pro shop buys
 31 Attractive 

pitcher
 32 __ Alley, supply 

source in the 
Harry Potter 
universe

 33 Effective use of 
lang.

 35 Field for feline 
frolic?

 39 Neck-to-waist 
body armor

 42 Laid into
 43 Vermont tourist 

destinations
 44 Stooges’ 

specialty
 46 Lasting lead-in?
 47 __-Indian War
 49 Sinus doc
 50 About
 51 Pro __: for now
 52 Speech from a 

queen, maybe?
 57 Recognize
 58 Chicken Little, 

memorably
 61 Least friendly
 62 Diamond 

protector
 63 Granola bar bit
 64 Ocean 

predators
 65 Where 

Tippecanoe Cty. 
is

 66 Ticket abbr.
 68 Hellish
 70 Competitions
 75 Savor, with “in”
 76 Unusually 

vicious 
nocturnal flier?

 78 Saigon holiday
 79 Northeast 

Nevada city
 80 Grand __ Opry
 81 She, in Siena
 82 First name in 

gossip

 83 “Whatever”
 86 __ bit: slightly
 88 One with an 

IRA, say
 89 Reversible 

fabrics
 90 Burned-out 

hillbilly?
 94 Jim Davis 

canine
 95 Name on a 

pricey handbag
 96 Some Ivy 

Leaguers
 97 Kelly of talk
 99 Dapper 

accessory
 101 Intrasemester 

exam
 105 1980s-’90s 

Commodore 
computer

 107 Bedtime 
bugaboo?

 109 One fit for a 
queen?

 110 Golf selection
 111 Large chamber 

group
 112 Home repair 

option, briefly
 113 Ad hoc hunters

 114 French 101 
verb

 115 Hired hoods
 116 Sweater 

mishap

DOWN
 1 Guinness 

of “Smiley’s 
People”

 2 Bill awarded her 
a Presidential 
Medal of 
Freedom

 3 Comfy footwear
 4 Governor’s ride
 5 Member of a 

noted octet
 6 They’re added 

to bills
 7 “Yeah, right!”
 8 Span. title
 9 “The War of 

the Worlds” 
attacker

 10 Bagel cheese
 11 Confers (on)
 12 It’s passed in a 

race
 13 AAA member?: 

Abbr.
 14 __-mo

 15 Sun worshiper’s 
seasonal 
harangue?

 16 How some 
lawyers are paid

 17 Double-curve 
molding

 18 Auction actions
 24 Play with, kitten-

style
 25 Mississippi 

senator 
Cochran and 
jazz trumpeter 
Jones

 29 Lets off steam
 32 Luth. or Meth.
 34 __ Honor
 35 Frat row letter
 36 First president 

of the Czech 
Republic

 37 Fluid buildup
 38 North Dakota’s 

“Magic City”
 39 Art able to
 40 __ metal
 41 Brief timetable
 45 Some skinny 

jeans
 47 Roasting 

gadget

 48 Org. with forms
 53 CBS or NBC
 54 1983 taxi 

comedy
 55 20th-century 

princess
 56 Hi-__ image
 59 Megalith 

inscribed with 
saws?

 60 Welcoming 
sight

 62 Blow-up aid
 64 Hymn relative
 65 Visiting 

Hollywood, say
 66 Lively dance
 67 Ice cream 

treats
 68 Dances with 

graceful 
gestures

 69 Mimic
 70 Trig ratio
 71 They’re 

rarely heard 
from skilled 
carpenters

 72 Cook’s need
 73 Bit of dogma
 74 “Boo!” reaction
 75 Bit of sweat

 76 Place for a plug
 77 Scouts do good 

ones
 82 Jay-Z and 

others
 84 “Woe __”: 1996 

grammar book
 85 Steam engine 

exhaust system
 86 Campus bldg.
 87 Breaking down
 88 Worker in a 

forge
 91 Garfield’s gal 

pal
 92 Like the pre-

Easter season
 93 Elite slates
 95 Essence
 97 Gravelly sound
 98 Texting qualifier
 100 ’70s tennis star 

Nastase
 101 “Hmm ... I doubt 

that”
 102 Churchill’s 1955 

successor
 103 Den piece
 104 Part of a pre-fire 

pile
 106 Had lunch, say
 108 Gunk
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Chris Doyle.
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BY PAT MYERS

For Week 1107, our biennial
“joint legislation” contest, the
Empress fleshed out the usual
pool of congressional freshmen
with a list of incumbent
senators whose names hadn’t
been used in previous contests.
Once again, numerous members
of the Loser Community drove
the Empress to tiara-scratching
distraction by submitting
strings of names that
resembled some phrase only in
the entrants’ deluded minds (I’m
waiting to hear next that they’re
seeking the Republican
nomination); for example,
“Ashford-Lawrence” was
supposed to be read as “Ass for
low rents.” The “bills” below are
much more valid as
pronunciation goes, but if you
don’t get one, don’t get all huffy
and call the Empress; just see
the list below accompanied by
translations at bit.ly/invite1111-
key.

4th place
The Boyle-Dold-Rice school lunch
program (Kathy Hardis Fraeman,
Olney)

3rd place
The Lieu-Dold-Ratcliffe
Resolution to express Congress’s
opinion about Bill Cosby (Joanne
Free, Clifton; David Clayton,
Alexandria)

2nd place and the
sculpture of seven
smiling guys made out of
little shells
The Cotton-Gardner-Graves bill
to create euphemisms for slave
cemeteries (Steve Langer, Chevy
Chase)

And the winner of the
Inkin’ Memorial
The Buck-Perdue Act, levying a $1
fine for every deposit your dog
leaves on federal land (Dawn Kral,
La Plata)

Retch across the aisle:
honorable mentions
The Mooney-Kaine-Beyer-Love
Act to note that some Beatles lyrics
are factually incorrect (David
Kleinbard, Mamaroneck, N.Y.)

The Young-Mooney-Love bill
declaring that no, YOU hang up first
(Danielle Nowlin, Fairfax Station)

The Gardner-Young-Menendez-
Graves Act to increase security at
military cemeteries (Chris Doyle,
Ponder, Tex.)

The Lieu-Peters Declaration of
National Cheerios and SpaghettiOs
Day (Pam Sweeney, Burlington,
Mass.)

The Buck-Fischer Act to vote
however you want me to vote (Rob
Huffman, Fredericksburg)

The Beyer-Rubio-Newhouse bill
regulating compensatory payments
from NFL players to their abused
spouses (Nan Reiner, Alexandria)

The Knight-Mooney Bedtime
Demand Resolution (Charles
Hummel, Falls Church, a First
Offender)

The Young-Boyle-Sasse Act to
mandate that young men start
minding their manners. (Beverley
Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.)

The Hardy-Daines-Hill-Zinke-
Cruz Act to provide an ice cutter to
ferry folks from Copenhagen to the
Finnish capital every January
(Beverley Sharp)

The Katco-Kaine Feline Narcotics
Act prohibiting catnip as a gateway
drug (George-Ann Rosenberg,
Washington; Dudley Thompson,
Cary, N.C.)

The Baldwin-Young-Love
Resolution stating that follicle-
challenged men are natural chick
magnets (Brendan Beary, Great
Mills)

The Graves-Heitkamp-Sessions
bill to encourage telling ghost
stories around the fire (Steve
Langer)

The Buck-Tillis-Sasse-Hurd bill to
limit bronco riding at weekend
rodeos (David Adlerstein,
Apalachicola, Fla.

The Young-Guinta-Daines-Tillis-
Knight Resolution that we might
as well let the kids party all day
long (Pie Snelson, Silver Spring)

The Young-Stefanik-Sessions Act
to end “whole language” reading
instruction in our nation’s schools
(Chris Doyle)

The Rice-Coons-Buck-Schatz bill
subsidizing Appalachian wedding
essentials. (Kevin Dopart,

Washington)

The Blumenthal-Blum bill
prohibiting immigration officers
from shortening surnames
(Michael Baker, Ellicott City)

The Guinta-Beyer-Rounds-Tillis-
Love bill to provide dating tips for
pathetic men. (Mark Raffman,
Reston; Todd DeLap, Fairfax)

Dold-Daines-Allen-Graves
Education Amendment requiring
shorter Shakespeare synopses
(Mary Kappus, Washington, a First
Offender)

The Young-Barrasso Act to excise
spoonerisms from the
Congressional Record (Mike Gips,
Bethesda)

The Hurd-Daines-Knight subsidy
for those who have been working
like a dog (David Friedman,
Arlington)

The Rubio-Capito-Lieu
Memorandum about the proper
design of the University of
Oklahoma logo (Craig Dykstra,
Centreville)

The Walker-Trott-Buck-Wicker
bill to encourage pedestrians to
step livelier (Chaya Shuch, New
York)

The Peters-Nelson bill to legalize
one of the more controversial
wrestling holds (Andy Bassett, New
Plymouth, New Zealand)

The Hurd-Hardy-Knight-Love-
Sessions Act requiring better
soundproofing in motels (David
Patch, Toledo)

The Coons-Russell-Watson
Coleman act mandating tighter
lids on campers’ food containers
(Steve Glomb, Alexandria; Brendan
Beary, two of several Losers to use
the two-word name of Rep. Bonnie
Watson Coleman)

The Fischer-Boyle-Dold-Cotton
resolution to investigate the

Senate cafeteria’s cod casserole
(Frank Osen, Pasadena, Calif.)

The Schatz-Hurd-Rounds-
Manchin Act to investigate who
killed Mr. Boddy with the gun in the
conservatory (Mark Raffman)

Gardner-Hurd-Graves-Russell
bill to assist mentally ill cemetery
groundskeepers (Rob Wolf,
Gaithersburg)

The Bennet-Booker-Kaine Act to
require Catholic schools to offer
reading “Pride and Prejudice” as
an alternative to corporal punish -
ment (Matt Monitto, Bristol, Conn.)

The Mooney-Knight-Graves-
Walker-Rounds Act establishing
zombie liberties (Jeff Contompasis,
Ashburn)

The Cotton-Nelson-Lieu Act to
ensure properly stocked
restrooms.(Bill Gage, Nellysford,
Va., a First Offender)

The Comstock-Newhouse Act to
subsidize gifts for first-time home
buyers (Warren Tanabe, Annapolis)

The Rouzer-Walker-Booker Act to
establish law-enforcement
procedures for handling
intoxicated women (Frank Mann,
Washington; John Ramos, Duluth,
Minn., a First Offender)

The Hurd-Dingell-Katko-Trott Act
to fund Pavlovian conditioning
research on felines (Mark Raffman)

The Torres-Dingell Act to
mandate safety zippers for men’s
trousers (Larry Rubin, Silver Spring,
a First Offender)

The McCain-McConnell-McSall-
Mikulski Resolution to celebrate
the game One of These Things Is
Not Like the Other (Kathye
Hamilton, Annandale)

Still running — deadline
Tuesday night: our contest for
[someone’s Mama] jokes. See
bit.ly/invite1110.

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

Getting their acts together: It’s our ‘joint legislation’

New contest for Week 1111:
When you riff upon a store
A women’s dear desk: the wp.com version has been
disinherited so that I could make the format adjustments;
please leave them as two separate files. thanks — pat
bartending school: Lady Slings the Booze (Chris Doyle)
An Indian restaurant: Love Me Tandoor (Chris Doyle)
A mail-order fabric store: Some Day My Chintz Will Come
(Diane Wah)
A Haight-Ashbury liposuction clinic: I Left My Lard in San
Francisco (Rob Pivarnik)

This week’s contest was inspired by an apropos-of-nothing
post by 26-time Loser Steve Langer in the Facebook group
Style Invitational Devotees: “I’m going to open a laser
depilatory salon to compete with the bikini wax business. It’ll
be called “50 Ways to Lase Your Love Hair.” Shortly afterward
some of the Devotees offered more examples of what would
become This Week’s Contest: Use a wordplay on a song title
as a name or slogan for a real or imagined business, as in
the examples above. It shouldn’t be hard to think up a lot of
entries for this contest, so remember that there’s a 25-entry
limit; as always, you can list all your entries in a single e-mail
as long as you have a little space between lines so that the
Empress’s head doesn’t fall tiara-first onto her desk in
frustration. Also remember that if your entry is identical to
more than one or two others, it won’t get your name in the
paper.

Winner gets the Inkin’ Memorial, the Lincoln statue
bobblehead that is the official Style Invitational trophy.
Second place receives, so appropriately for this week’s contest,
a musical prize: the Dr. Fart electronic key chain — “Never
Silent, Always Deadly” — featuring a little plastic box with
buttons bringing forth “six hilarious fart sounds.” Donated by
Loser Nan Reiner, who, while carrying this useful personal-
safety device, never once was threatened by an ax-murderer.

Other runners-up win their choice of a yearned-for Loser Mug
or the ardently desired “Whole Fools” Grossery Bag.
Honorable mentions get a lusted-after Loser magnet designed
by Bob Staake: either “The Wit Hit the Fan” or “Hardly Har-
Har.” First Offenders receive a smelly tree-shaped air
“freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). E-mail entries to
losers@washpost.com or, if you were born in the 19th century,
fax to 202-334-4312. Deadline is Monday, Feb. 23; results
published March 15 (online March 12). You may submit up to
25 entries per contest. Include “Week 1111” in your e-mail
subject line or it might be ignored as spam. Include your real
name, postal address and phone number with your entry. See
contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. The headline
for this week’s results is by Danielle Nowlin; the honorable-
mentions subhead is by Peter Shawhan. Join the lively Style
Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev.
“Like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at
bit.ly/inkofday.

3 THE STYLE CONVERSATIONAL The Empress’s weekly
online column discusses each new contest and set of results.
Especially if you plan to enter, check it out at wapo.st/styleconv.

Diversions

POST PUZZLER

No. 254
by Todd Mcclary  EditEd by PEtEr Gordon • firEballcrosswords.com

answer to last week, no. 253

F R A N K E N F O O D
F R A T E R N A L T W I N

C L O S E B U T N O C I G A R
H U G H P R O P E S S O
A S L T O K E U S U A L
C H E E R L E A D E R P L O
H O G T I E T E N A M
I T S A B O Y V A N C A M P

S E L E S B I L L I E
F A B C E R E A L A I S L E
A Q A B A T M E N O K D
R U D E F A R O T R E E
M A D A S A M A R C H H A R E

S O L I C I T A T I O N S
G E N T E E L N E S S

  acroSS
 1 Brightness indicator
 7 Celebratory move on the 

ball field
 14 Mariachi instrument
 15 Cheese that’s grated on 

pasta
 16 Breaking point cry
 17 Rewrites with new 

characters, perhaps
 18 “___ Told You Now” 

(Sam Smith song)
 19 Two by two
 21 Unfashionable
 22 Shooters in a “keepsies” 

game
 24 Judicial 

pronouncements
 25 Course selection
 26 Internet connection?
 28 It’s known for November 

showers
 29 Press output

 30 Performer at 
Princess Diana’s  
funeral

 33 Ones who pay millions 
for weight loss?

 36 Compete in a rodeo, 
maybe

 38 Change, as bills
 41 Coupon word
 42 Material for old 

records
 43 Days on Mars
 44 Proctor ___ (appliance 

brand)
 46 Continue
 47 TV show with the most 

Emmys ever
 48 Scaled down, say
 50 NCO part
 51 Mint family varieties
 53 Bossy type
 55 “Canciones de Mi Padre” 

singer

 56 Became 
melodramatic

 57 Prepared to leave?
 58 V8 ingredient

  doWN
 1 Catches
 2 Religious inquiry?
 3 “Star Trek” anomaly
 4 1940s campaign activity 

locale, briefly
 5 Its most popular color 

for brides is red
 6 Go viral, e.g.
 7 La Reforma president
 8 Gulf of Guinea capital
 9 Rocky overlooks

 10 Sunbathe too long
 11 Fatlike
 12 Not pitchy
 13 Art museum purchase
 15 Tutu, for example
 20 First of a series
 23 Foster’s mattress 

partner
 25 Cleans up
 27 1961 epic shot in Spain
 29 Primary
 31 Seth MacFarlane 

comedy
 32 Legend depicted on the 

1970s pinball machine 
Power Play

 34 Iron Range mineral

 35 Draft pick?
 37 Transatlantic travel hub, 

for short
 38 Triage, e.g.
 39 Subject of a Warhol 

diptych
 40 “___ Dance Dare” 

(daytime talk show 
segment)

 44 Parlement français half
 45 Mediterranean 

three‑master
 48 Flautista de Hamelín 

target
 49 Mosque feature
 52 Prime meridian std.
 54 SEC athlete

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56

57 58

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | FEB. 15: This year you break a pattern that has
not served you, perhaps one that involves judging others. You will find
that any trait can be changed with some work. If you are single, you
might meet someone who is manipulative. Be willing to walk away,
because something better is waiting just around the corner. If you are
attached, the two of you might struggle with control issues. Accept your
differences, and you will be on your way to creating a more viable bond.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Tension will build until you handle
a responsibility for an older
person. Go to brunch together.
Although you initially might not
be enthusiastic, you will feel
great later on.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
You might resent a pushy friend
who wants you to do his or her
bidding. You have a way of letting
people see the big picture
through your eyes. In this case,
do it quickly.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
You may feel as if someone is
mistreating you. You will be able
to change the situation, but an
argument seems inevitable.
Dealing with an authority figure
might be dicey.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
A difference of opinion could
force you to reassess. You might

discover that you are deluding
yourself about someone.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You have a project that you have
been putting on the back burner.
The more you do, the happier you
will be. Be careful with a partner
who seems to need a lot of extra
attention.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Take a day to be a child again,
and start enjoying some of your
favorite pastimes. Romance
naturally floods the day with light.
Avoid an argument at all costs.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You have a way about you that
draws others in. Someone could
be on the offensive. How you
respond will be your call. This
person might be significant to
your personal life.

HOROSCOPE

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
If a loved one becomes unusually
difficult, it might be good to
distance yourself without saying
anything that indicates your
disapproval. You may be shocked
by what you hear.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You’ll be full of get-up-and-go, but
others might not be able to keep
up. Be thankful for your energy and
choose not to show your frustration
at the slowness of others. Make
their lives as easy as possible
today.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Take the lead with a project or idea.
You might find a neighbor to be
combative; just let it go.
Incorporate an activity into your
schedule that you have wanted to
do for a while.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You will enjoy allowing someone
else to do most of the talking for a
change. Be sure to listen well,
because sometimes it is what is
not said that is most significant.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
You’ll feel inspired and willing to act
on an idea. You might find that you
need to change your plans with a
friend.

© 2015 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Amy: I saw
your reply to “All
Charged Up”
concerning the
expense of
having a friend

plug in an electric vehicle at
their house. You correctly
pointed out that the cost of the
charge was not as high as they
assumed.

I am a member of the Seattle
Electric Vehicle Association. I
have been driving an allelectric
vehicle (EV) for about four years
now, and I appreciated your
rational approach to the answer.
There are a lot of weird
assumptions concerning EVs.

We generally encourage our
members to offer to pay the
actual costs to anyone who
allows them to plug in,
specifically so that people will
realize just how small the cost is.
You pointed out that a full
charge averages about $2.64, but
what you missed was that the
car can only draw about 12
amps per hour from a standard
110volt outlet.

If a friend is visiting for two
hours, the real cost to the
homeowner is about 25 cents.

One of the problems we’ve
encountered is that offering to
pay someone as little as 25 cents
can be seen as an insult, so EV

drivers often either skip paying
or overpay to show their
gratitude. I’m afraid the
etiquette surrounding EVs has
yet to be worked out.

Trickle Charged

This question received a huge
response, proving the increasing
popularity of EVs. Please urge
your members to be forthcoming
when explaining the variables —
and to overpay if necessary. As
more people drive EVs, friends
can reciprocate in kind.

Dear Amy: My aunt and uncle
died about 10 years ago; they
were both well into their 90s.
Because they had no children, I
inherited their things, including
a very large painting that was a
gift from my aunt’s much
younger cousin (he has now
passed away). The painting is of
my aunt and uncle, taken from
their 50th anniversary photo. It’s
a nice rendition, but I’m not sure
what to do with it. There are no
other relatives I could offer it to,
and I don’t really have room for
it. Do you have any suggestions?

Concerned Niece

I have several portraits inmy
homeofpeople Idon’tknow—
acquired fromestate salesand
antiquestores.Manypeople like

to imagine the livesbehind the
portraits.Whether it is forkitsch
valueoran interest inaperiod
piece, Idon’t think it’s
disrespectful to sell orgive this
pieceaway tosomeonewhowants
it. If this ideadoesn’t appeal to
you,photographthepaintingso
youhavearecordof it.Then
remove it fromthe frame,make
sure thesubjectsare identifiedon
thebackof thecanvasandroll it
up tomake it lessbulky.

Dear Amy: I disagree with your
advice to “Wedding Crasher,”
who wanted to attend a wedding
ceremony where her daughter
was a bridesmaid. I’ve never
known any church that would
object to anyone attending a
wedding ceremony. I was not
invited to the small reception of
a colleague. I wanted to see the
wedding, so I went. No one
objected to my presence and
everyone was happy that I cared.

A Proud Crasher

As I said in my answer, how
acceptable this is depends on the
faith and culture of the
marrying couple, not your own.

Write to Amy Dickinson at
askamy@tribune.com or Ask Amy,
Chicago Tribune, TT500, 435 N.
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611.

Electric vehicles rev up assumptions
Ask Amy
AMY
DICKINSON

BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POSTBOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Among Chris Doyle’s 2,000 blots of ink: A good name for a 
women’s bartending school: Lady Slings the Booze.


